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The Mandate: Grant Agreement Art. 29.2

"Each beneficiary must ensure open access (free of 
charge, online access for any user) to all peer-reviewed 

scientific publications relating to its results."

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/mga/gga/h2020-mga-gga-multi_en.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/mga/gga/h2020-mga-gga-multi_en.pdf
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Open access articles get more citations

Source: McKiernan et al. 2016: How open science hielps researchers succeed. eLife 5, e16800, http://dx.doi.org/10.7554/eLife.16800, CC-BY.

http://dx.doi.org/10.7554/eLife.16800


PSI-FELLOW Welcome Meeting · 19 Sep 2019 5

Gold Open Access
Publish in open-access
journals

Hybrid Open Access: OA 
in a subscription journal

Green Open Access
Publish “normally“ –
Deposit a peer-reviewed
article version in a repository

How to publish Open Access

The article must always be deposited in a repository (DORA PSI), 
even if the gold route or hybrid OA has been choosen.
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Open Access

Golden Road Hybrid Open Access Green Road
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10’000+ Journals in the DOAJ https://doaj.org/

https://doaj.org/
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1’000+ Open Access Journals indexed in Web of
Science

Journal Citation Reports: 
https://jcr.incites.thomsonreuters.com/

https://jcr.incites.thomsonreuters.com/


PSI-FELLOW Welcome Meeting · 19 Sep 2019

3’800+ Open Access Journals indexed in Scopus
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Open Access Journals: Business Models

• Article Processing Charges – APC
• 32% of DOAJ-Journals 

• https://doajournals.wordpress.com/2015/05/11/historical-apc-data-from-before-the-april-upgrade/

• 8 US$ - 5200 US$; avg.: 906 US$
• http://www.openaccesspublishing.org/apc2/

• Institution or Society sponsors Journal
• e.g. eLIFE (http://elifesciences.org/) 

• SCOAP3 http://scoap3.org/
• Initiative based at CERN to convert core high energy physics

journals to Open Access
• redirecting subscription money from libraries worldwide

• And more …

https://doajournals.wordpress.com/2015/05/11/historical-apc-data-from-before-the-april-upgrade/
http://www.openaccesspublishing.org/apc2/
http://elifesciences.org/
http://scoap3.org/
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Open Access

Golden Road Hybrid Open Access Green Road
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Hybrid Open Access
Dear Author, 

Thank you for publishing with Springer. This message is to let you know that your
article

* Article title:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
* DOI: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

has gone into production. Before we can send you your proofs, we have to ask you to
provide some additional information. Please go to the following website (you may need 
to copy and paste the URL into your 
browser):https://www.springer.com/xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Please indicate if you would like to: 

* order Open Choice, i.e. publish the article as open access. The published version
will then become freely available for anyone worldwide in exchange for payment of an 
open access charge. 

* order paper offprints or e-offprints of your article upon issue publication
* order poster of your article with issue cover page, article title and the authorship
questions, please go to our help pages. 

…

https://www.springer.com/xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Hybrid Open Access
• Individual articles in subscription journals are made Open Access 

after paying a fee (e.g. Springer Open Choice, Wiley Online Open)
• Most articles in these journals are not Open Access
• More expensive than pure Open Access journals
• typical APC: 3000 US$

http://www.springer.com/gp/open-access/springer-open-choice
http://olabout.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-406241.html
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Hybrid Open Access – The Problem
Ä Revenues for a journal

„Author pays“ APC
+
„Library pays“ subscription

Ä Publishers claim “No double dipping policies”
» Springer: Subscription prices adjusted, if a threshold of 3 % Open Access articles 

is reached for an individual journal 
(from: Springer Library Summit, Vienna 2011)

» List prices do not reflect bundle prices -> not verifiable

Ä Model might still be interesting for authors

?
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Open Access

Golden Road Hybrid Open Access Green Road
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Green Open Access
• aka “author self-archiving”

• Two Steps:
1) Publish your article in a subscription journal 
2) Archive a version of your article in a repository

• 81% of publishers formally allow some form of self-archiving
(www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/statistics.php, 16.4.2018)

• No additional charges are payable
• Most publishers impose some conditions on self-archiving

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/statistics.php
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Conditions (1): Where can you archive?
• Mostly allowed: non-commercial sites, e.g.

• Your personal webpage
• Institutional Repository (DORA PSI)
• Disciplinary Repository (e.g. www.arxiv.org)  
• Cross-Institutional Repository (e.g. www.zenodo.org) 

• Mostly not allowed: commercial sites, e.g.
• ResearchGate
• Academia.edu

https://www.dora.lib4ri.ch/psi/
http://www.arxiv.org
http://www.zenodo.org
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Conditions (2): Versions matter!

Send this version to DORA! 
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Condition (3): Embargo Period
• Most publishers make authors wait before they are allowed to make

their material Open Access (embargo period)
• The length of embargo periods varies. Embargos between 6 

months and 24 months are common.
• Embargo periods are managed in repositories. Upload you accepted

manuscript as soon as possible. 
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Embargo Periods: The Dilemma
Horizon 2020: Beneficiaries must
a) as soon as possible and at the latest on publication, deposit a copy 

of the published version or final peer-reviewed manuscript 
accepted for publication in a repository for scientific publications. 

b) ensure Open Access to the deposited publication — via the 
repository — at the latest within six months of publication 

But many publishers request an embargo period of >12 months!
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What you can do about it

• Publish in another journal

• Negotiate a shorter embargo with the publisher
• write/call the editor
• make amendments to the publisher´s copyright agreement

• EC template: https://www.openaire.eu/h2020-oa-guide-model-for-
publishing

• Negotiate before you sign the copyright agreement
• Be prepared, explain, be persistent
• Needs written confirmation

• Pay the fee for hybrid Open Access

https://www.openaire.eu/h2020-oa-guide-model-for-publishing
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How do you find out?
• Read your publishing agreement (aka ‘License to Publish’)

• SHERPA/RoMEO-Database http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
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Just send us an accepted version of your article!
• via web form:

• or via email to dora@lib4ri.ch

• preferably immediately after publication by the publisher
• Also for any article already included in DORA
• Word or PDF
• Content of accepted version = content of published version
• Remove any comments, highlights, reviewer comments
• We take care of the rest:

• add a citation to the final published version
• embargo period
• conversion into PDF/A

mailto:dora@lib4ri.ch
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Send us your accepted version! Paper not yet in DORA

Paper already in DORA

https://www.dora.lib4ri.ch/psi/

https://www.dora.lib4ri.ch/psi/
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Example
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PSI-FELLOW-II-3i
paper in DORA (37)

Journal OA Mode OA Version

ACS Earth and Space Chemistry Green OA Accepted Version

ACS Sustainable Chemistry and Engineering Green OA Accepted Version (Under Embargo)

Acta Biomaterialia Green OA Accepted Version (Under Embargo)

Advanced Materials Green OA Accepted Version

Cement and Concrete Research Green OA Accepted Version (Under Embargo)

Chemistry: A European Journal Green OA Accepted Version (Under Embargo)

Environmental Pollution Green OA Accepted Version (Under Embargo)

Environmental Science and Technology Hybrid OA Published Version 

International Journal of Hydrogen Energy Closed Access

IUCrJ Gold OA Published Version 

Journal of Materials Science Green OA Accepted Version

Journal of Materials Science Green OA Accepted Version

Journal of Physical Chemistry B Green OA Accepted Version

Journal of Physical Chemistry Letters Green OA Accepted Version

Journal of Physics: Condensed Matter Closed Access

Journal of Synchrotron Radiation Hybrid OA Published Version 

Microelectronic Engineering Green OA Accepted Version (Under Embargo)

Microscopy and Microanalysis Closed Access

Microscopy and Microanalysis Closed Access

Nanoscale Hybrid OA Published Version 

Nanotechnology Green OA Accepted Version

Nature Communications Gold OA Published Version 

Nature Materials Green OA Accepted Version

Nature Nanotechnology Closed Access

npj Quantum Materials Gold OA Published Version 

Nuclear Engineering and Design Closed Access

Optics Express Gold OA Published Version 

Physical Chemistry Chemical Physics Closed Access

Physical Review Applied Green OA Published Version 

Physical Review B Green OA Published Version 

Physical Review B Green OA Published Version 

Physical Review Letters Green OA Published Version 

Physical Review X Gold OA Published Version 

Science Green OA Accepted Version (Under Embargo)

Scientific Reports Gold OA Published Version 

Scientific Reports Gold OA Published Version 

Tellus, Series B: Chemical and Physical Meteorology Gold OA Published Version 
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Summary
• Think about a strategy how to comply with the EC Open Access 

mandate before you submit your manuscript to a journal

• If you choose to publish in a OA Journal or via hybrid OA: 
• Who pays the fees?

• If you choose to publish OA via Green Open Access:
• Does the journal permit to publish the accepted version or the final 

version of your paper Open Access in DORA?
• Consult SHERPA/RoMEO-Database http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ & 

publisher website
• Does the journal require an embargo period of >6 months?

• Negotiate

• Send the accepted version of every paper to DORA

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
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openaccess@lib4ri.ch | Dr. Jochen Bihn | T +41 44 823 52 28 | jochen.bihn@lib4ri.ch | www.lib4ri.ch 

mailto:openaccess@lib4ri.ch
mailto:jochen.bihn@lib4ri.ch
http://www.lib4ri.ch/


This was only about Open Access for publications, but


